


Public Access  
Personal Computers  (PAPCs) 
• All NARA research rooms have PAPCs, which are free for researchers to 

use for Internet access. 
 

• The “institutional versions” of the following databases are free to 
researchers using any NARA PAPC.   The links are available through 
Archives.gov  

  • Ancestry.com 
  • Fold3 (formerly Footnote.com)  
  • Heritage Quest Online 
 

• The following databases are free everywhere - available from any 
computer.  

  • Family Search 
  • Castle Garden 
  • Ellis Island 

 



NARA Communication Tools for Researchers 
General Information  

• The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) website 
– The official website for NARA & the National Archives at Saint Louis 

• For NARA, see  www.archives.gov 
• For National Archives at Saint Louis, see  www.archives.gov/st-louis/ 

 

• NARAtions Blog  
A  place we hope to talk with you about topics relating to the National 

Archives 
http://blogs.archives.gov/online-public-access/?cat=62  

 

• Research at the US National Archives on Facebook  
The official Facebook page for research at the National Archives 

www.facebook.com/researchatusnationalarchives 

 

http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/researchatusnationalarchives


NARA Communication Tools for Researchers 
 Ways to Reach Us  

• The official Facebook page for the National Archives 
at St. Louis 
      www.facebook.com/nationalarchivesstlouis  

  
• The official Twitter page for the National Archives at 

St. Louis. 
      www.Twitter.com/StLouisArchives 

 

• E-mail Blasts  
If you wish to receive an e-mail alerting researchers to new 
information or public programming, you may request this 
service by sending a message to stlpublic.programs@nara.gov 
or call 314-801-0847. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/nationalarchivesstlouis
mailto:stlpublic.programs@nara.gov


NARA Communication Tools for Researchers 
 More Ways to Reach Us  

• Public Research Room 
 Phone:   314-801-0850 for General Questions and Appointments 
                      314-801-0900 for current operating status  
                   of both the National Archives at St. Louis 
                                   & the National Personnel Records Center 
 Email:   stlarr.archives@nara.gov 
 

• Public Programs 
 Phone:  314-801-0847,  
 Email:    stlpublic.programs@nara.gov  
 

• Requesting PEP records 
 Email:    PEP.Records@nara.gov 
 

• For information regarding Facebook or Twitter 
 Email:   STLfb.archives@nara.gov 

 

mailto:stlarr.archives@nara.gov
mailto:stlpublic.programs@nara.gov
mailto:PEP.Records@nara.gov


Military Records and the 1973 Fire 
 

• On July 12, 1973, a disastrous fire at the National Personnel Records 
Center (NPRC) destroyed approximately 16-18 million Official Military 
Personnel Files (OMPF).   
 

• The  records affected: 
Branch Personnel and Period Affected                                               Estimated Loss 
Army                        Personnel discharged November 1, 1912 to January 1, 1960  80% 
Air Force Personnel discharged September 25, 1947 to January 1, 1964  
                                   (with names alphabetically after Hubbard, James E.)  75% 
 

 

• No duplicate copies of these records were ever maintained, nor were 
microfilm copies produced.   Neither were any indexes created prior to 
the fire.  In addition, millions of documents had been lent to the 
Department of Veterans Affairs before the fire occurred.    Therefore, a 
complete listing of the records that were lost is not available. 
 

• However, in the years following the fire, NARA collected numerous 
series of records (referred to as Auxiliary Records) that are used to 
reconstruct basic service information. 
 



Non-OMPF Archival Records 



Recently-Accessioned 
Series of Records 

 

involving Army and Air Force service 
in the fire-related years 

 
29 January 2014 



AIR FORCE PUBLICATIONS 
(1940-1960) 

• Publications are various types of orders 
published by individual units, including 
Special, Letter, General, Special Courts 
Martial, General Courts Martial (and many 
others). 

• Publications in 1961-1968 did not come here 
with a finding aid and are not yet accessible. 

• Publications are arranged by unit and year.   

• They are primarily used for reconstruction 
purposes to verify entry date, discharge date, 
character of service, and awards. 

 



AIR FORCE PUBLICATIONS 
(1940-1960) 

 

 

 

• You may locate Publications from 1940-1960 by using the  
Publication Cards, which are part of the microfilm index in 
the Public Research Room (starting at Box 120). 

• In order to conduct a search, you must first identify a 
specific unit on one of the Publication Cards and provide 
the associated item (unit) number from that card.  Prepare 
the request on NA Form 14001. 

• Orders from 1940-1953 are on microfilm.  Requested films 
will be pulled every day at regular hourly pull times. 

• Orders from 1954-1960 are on paper.  Records requested 
by noon on Monday will be available for viewing in the 
research room on Tuesday of the following week. 

 



8th Air Force Publication Card  



8th Air Force General Order 210 



8th Air Force General Order 210 
(close-up) 



21st Air Division Publication Card 



21st Air Division Special Order 236 



21st Air Division Special Order 236 
(close-up) 



21st Air Division Special Order 237 
(close-up) 



AIR FORCE INDIVIDUAL 
FLIGHT RECORDS 

(1911-1958) 
• Individual Flight Records are microfilm records 

that cover primarily officers and aviation cadets.   
• The records are in order by year, then 

alphabetically by last name. 
• They are used primarily for records 

reconstruction purposes. 
• The record may include the person’s name, 

service number, rank, assigned unit, station, 
aircraft type, mission symbol, and cumulative 
flying time totals. 

• Formats may vary slightly depending on the year. 
 

 



AIR FORCE INDIVIDUAL 
FLIGHT RECORDS 

(1911-1958) 

• An individual will have a flight record card in 
every year that he or she flew.  Each card contains 
information about flying time and flight training 
that year, plus the cumulative totals for previous 
years.  

• To request a Flight Record, complete NA Form 
14001, showing the name (last, first, and middle 
initial) and the year flown.   

• For only the cumulative career total information, 
complete the NA Form 14001 for only the final 
year of flying time (if known). 

 
 



Individual Flight Record - 1949 



Individual Flight Record - 1949 
(close-up) 



Individual Flight Record - 1944 



Individual Flight Record - 1944 
(close-up) 



Individual Flight Record - Student 



Individual Flight Record – Student  
(3rd page) 



Individual Flight Record – Student  
(close-up) 



AIR FORCE DROP CARDS 
(1947-1969) 

• These are IBM-type punch cards arranged in numerical 
order by service number. 

• An Air Force Drop Card may contain a veteran’s date and 
place of discharge, along with the organization to which the 
veteran was assigned at the time of discharge.   

• Drop cards prior to 1954 rarely show discharge dates and 
may only show information related to recruiting main 
station. 

• The cards are primarily used for records reconstruction 
purposes. 

• Service number and name are required to make a request 
(on the Alternate RL-SL Test Form). 
 



Air Force Drop Card 



Air Force Drop Card 



ARMY and AIR FORCE 
ENLISTMENT/INDUCTION 

SERVICE NUMBER LEDGERS 
(1940-1960) 

• These ledgers are usually of interest only when 
the service record was lost in the fire.  

• Service Numbers were assigned to states in large 
blocks. 

• Service Number Ledgers were compiled by the 
individual states.  

• Ledgers list service numbers and individual 
names in service number order (NOT 
alphabetically by name). 



• If an entry is found on 
a ledger, you will 
receive the search 
sheet showing the 
enlistment date 
(handwritten) 

 

• Researchers are not 
able to access the 
original ledgers.  They 
are fragile and cannot 
be handled by the 
public 

Information From A Ledger 



ARMY and AIR FORCE 
ENLISTMENT/INDUCTION ORDERS 

(1947-1960) 

• These orders are usually of interest only when 
the service record was lost in the fire since 
original service records would have contained 
these orders.   

• Enlistment/Induction orders were created by the 
originating induction center on the first day of 
active duty. 

• Orders provide name, service number, 
date/place of enlistment. In some cases, they 
may also provide date of birth, term of 
enlistment, test scores, education level, race. 
 



Information From An Air Force Order 



Social 
Security 
Numbers 
are 
redacted 

   AF Order    
(Close-up) 



Information From An Army Order 



 Army Order  (Close-up) 



HOSPITAL CLINICAL RECORD 
COVERSHEETS (1955-1959) 

and 

MEDICAL ADMISSION CARDS 
(1939-1955) 

• These records cover Army/Air Force personnel 
treated at Army/Air Force hospitals or medical 
facilities.  

• Most were from Letterman General Hospital. 

• The records were created when the individual 
was admitted or hospitalized. 

 



Information on Hospital Clinical Record 
Coversheets & Medical Admission Cards 

• Many versions exist of the sheets and cards. 

• A record may contain the following information 

 
  Name   Medical Diagnosis 

  Age   Military Occupational Specialty 

  RaceŸŸ    Nature of Injury or Illness 

  Religion    Medical Procedure 

  Rank   Date of Admission 

  Service Number   Duration of Treatment 

  Unit   Nature of Disposition 

  Length of Service   Name/Location of Treatment Facility 

  Next of Kin 



Clinical Record Cover Sheet 



Clinical Record Cover Sheet 
(close-up) 



Medical Admission Cards 




